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* suspect that just now, when

TTIK

llhelnm-rwtwna]ﬂemld?hbmgle

wmlethuanwleforne Wa.dungton ‘

AR]S—Aboul 15 years ago, the then man-
. grgedxmrd'!thashmgwnPostputw
a clear sky, a question as stunning as
ihchaddullmeablowonthcnapeoflbc
. neck with a bludgeon, - > - L
passport? 1w nl‘i“w"f‘.;s“ﬁ‘&.‘?‘x““"m’ﬂ
passport?™ 1 was so t I m
lheansw 1.should have said: “Yes

G A I‘C!:v.days ngo.my‘wde asked me what was »
baswnll the same. question -turned around:.)
“Why donl you -apply for French nawrnh%;

tion?” This time the answer came a

'l: 1dca. 1 did learn from this ‘work l‘hntdmny

M DAE HET

doomedmetobmmen: t,ll;o;nl
wdwhaa!wasbom.andthcprm

wmswppedtogﬂmem_ Ao
.1 have no idea. c:tberhowwewuzlmked'!o

,from’a istant past, oy cous-
m\éymen andvg sister, whose name 1
have forgotten — two lovely gu'is. ml], quu:ﬂy
‘beautiful, - well-bred,’. possessors _serent

wmc out of style nowada #
They have been of the gmenmon aha

father’s cousin, Frances Warven, the subject
"4 family anecdote, tha ray father receved
Can'invi 10 her Ye snorted: =If

St Framx: ihmks“l’m gaing all the way 1o Texas 10

some shavwnl hmtcnant. she has
anoth a"&i‘ﬁi

i'Because.” | said4“my name is Root. B
« She put the question because Sen. William
Proxmire, Sen. Abraham Ribicoff and their fek,
lows are giving Americans abroad, as a result of
the-new tax laws affecting them, a choice bo--
tween going home. going native and, going ban- .
krupt. (How does it happen, incidentally, that -
, the senators have umed to take the lead in e
“field which, accor ing to the Constitution of the
- United States, Article 1, Section 7, is the prerog-
ative of the House?) - . v
1. .  Big Qu%tmn K
My wife could pot, of course, understand ll\e
“.enormity of her question. Being French, it’ did -
Bot occur to her that there was anything disho-
nonn about becoming French. oo ..c—. 2Lt
eed, if 1 should adopt French nationaity it
wrmld not be dishenorable; but it would be’
untrue. Any legal’ document{h

o

owever cffective |
in practice) which described me.as anything but -
American would be fiction. That I am American
-1 a simple fact, bred in the blood and Lhcbons

— because my name is Root.
Let me lain why a Root cannot re-
- pounce tns v;gl, nor can the thousands,

other Americans living abroad who, like myself,
belongwl.hcfamxhswhxchmlhe;l:ﬁt
America, the ones who ghed the bi the’
" bones and the brains
lhmkmbl?c.and American hvmsnnd cmatcd
u
oncerud.manenqdopedm.arcfmnem
) ‘Ercat fapilies of America which listed a few
em - not many, 10 at the most. One of
them was Root. This surprised me. 1t had never
occurred to me to think of the Roots as a great

. family. A solid family, yes, a basic family, yes,a

typically American family, yes. But not a great
famuy.inthescnscoqun%atamouslamﬂyl
raised the question
of great American families, some names popped.
into your head. And if they did, I suspect also
that fell into one or the other of two cate-
gories those of the Founding Fathers
and of Abraham Lincoln, which are o obvi-
ous) — the very wealthy or politicians. ~
'l‘h:Roothmﬂydoano!nozmallyﬁ!mm
cither bracket. 1 fear we believe in Horatio’
Alger: Apply yourself well and diligently to your-,
work, whatever it may be, and wealth will anto- -
muenﬂymwardyou. but of course it doessi't. I
:Teuwem mwumfwm
i tegamd or es-
aonnlndealnmdet.hm.md only secondarily in
how much we are paid for it, though without -
gmgtoquuouccxmmdndamlmmoncy
are not much interested in the
litics either, ha
~ing laws for others to obey.

o Distant Relations

. would get rid of the mbber plant

Hnmghadamtmrydsmcmﬂ:efnmdy
creates the curious delusion. mastl‘one haéora
proprictary t 1o that function. mngm
ddIHullsoﬂsh talking o him about
trip to Russia’ {1942, perhaps?), I. tol mysdf
that when 1 came to occupy those preniises. I
the brass
spmoon Asnhappcned,lnmrgo(amund(o
e <7

Mymecungmththconlykootwhohadm
bemmaposxuanlomamn,,:&hxs'urmm
owunedbecau&blwasholdmgdownthe;ebof

hna on ‘.hxs way toa meetmgbtjunm exarmin-
ing the revision of the statutes of the Permanent
:Court of International Justice. The Chicago Tri-

~‘bune cabled me 10 get on 'the ship at Naples,

.ride 10 Genoa wuh him xmd ﬁnd out wh.:l it was
an about.
AL Napt Cbeckad vmh mmcen enn-
ate to make sure that the ship was arriving oe
schedule and that no changes had been made in
~ Root’s pians. I fear I forgot to tell them I wes a
ewsp«pcrman,bmmspmoﬁ.h:snmonth:
Root procured me'such fawning solici-

mcwdcmtxtlhadhadnofunherm

officiald -f-mght still .be
gxhcnmve delusion of Sen. Proxmire, ex-
gubhnly“nmsoverylongagp. that the
mted tates maintains its Foreign Service, ‘at
ormous expense 1o the taxpayers, solely to
ooddle the wealthy, bloated Amenmns who l.wc
-abroad.
. Secretary Root - tumedoulmbefn:ndly,
unaffected, unpretentious and uninformative.
He was not prepared 1o reveal secrets of state
even to a member of the family. I had to wait
like everybody else to learn that the result of the
Genmumctmgwmﬂdbcthcdocumemhwwn
as the Root Protocol Failing politics, we talked
ﬁzmly He scemed to know the Root by |
gmhaedchathcfdlabounumlemlhe
ixfeofth:nauonmudnsl TR
The only other member. ol the Roo( fi
who has made any impact on the national
,4UTE, DOt 4 prominent one, Was anas
Root, 3 sort of surrogate of Si hen s He
lfmanorym

'ComaMxrdnngﬁomeAgnn. !wdlnotguar
antee these titles, but if 1 have picked the wrong
‘omes, those wiil at least serve to give the flavor,

of his work. His middle name is eademic in our | been
exercise of o ily My father’s name was Fronds and it ,Ymsammmcmymﬁheff,mwty, leedn
nnghnl:mlauxmconcoa woUd have been mm‘mmedmmg,mmmyﬁoym uniform, 0 beat the

. the family rules had been followed when I was |
- born {since I did not inherit the name, the:

. fied, or what the

; ger of my two brolh:rs became hndsay
It is true, 1 suppose, that the most famous rancis Root). - -
member of the family was a politician — Elihu Tradmonshppeduoogmmyuscwhcnmy
Root, who was secretary of war and secretary of great “aunt, Martha Tillinghast ‘(a Providence
. state undsr Teddy Roosevelt. I met him just pame) became enamored of the works of Sir
once, in 1929, and was struck i Lby - Walter Scott and bestowed the name of Waver-
hlsracmblancetomyfamzr They could ;
been twins. Yet their relationship was distant. 1" (a Gloucester name), who passed it on to me.
tried 1o trace it once in the f:umly genealogy but  Although he did not bear- the name of Root,
gave up the attempt to pin it down, with avague Uncle Wave was a first cousin of the Root he
tmpression that they were wmcuun&me sixth married, and was in tune with the family in per-
or seventh cousins. forming competently a responsible, fairly im-

"The genealogy I consulted, mudcmally. was portant buf in cuous function as treasurer
not that of the Root family-but of the 'Mack of the Andrew J. Lloyd Co. of Boston, which '
family; bow it ha ed that we were so classi- dealtin fine (}puca.l instruments.

ack family repr&scm.s, 1 hnve The Rool ‘amily arrived in America in 1635

ve " ley on my uncle, Waverley Tillinghast Wonson of

R SN T A S IR 0 4

and, with i’wo o/r three other {amilies, Ioun(i-
the town of Middlefield, Mass. 1 have aev

been o Middieficld. but 1 have seen phot
graphs of .the Root family plot in its cemeter
wedre quite impressive dead.” “Three centuries
a considerable streich of time in American hist
z but my . grandfather” and “grandmoth:
ough they lived in Boston, were still spendii
their sumuiners in Middlefield undl t.hcy dxe
shortly before World War I.
My immediate relatives were, 1 think, typic
enough of the Root family as a whole and of :
the other corresponding American famiiies wh
in inconspicuous roles, kept the everyday life
the nation iuncuomng in the American spn
unspectacular but dependable.

My grandfather, so far as 1 know, was n
notable beyond the somewhat limited sphere
East Douglas, Mass., where he owned the genc
al store and a farm which permitted him to gi
tangible form to his kindliness (a characteris

{rait of the family). 'n!oscva'ethedayscfl.
when tberculosis was

Great White
fmredaseanwum My grnnd.fnthcrm
in sufferers from the . providing -the
with ‘the ¢ eounuy-auudm:mkdlat
food they needed for recovery.  +

It may be that my grandmother mu:hed
wlderaudmthmhedadlmanbuihnm
0c ly ¢ ’s clubs, thow

for ralliex, and winning -me thcmlypledgn
ve ever received for a vote for the presidenc

from Dr. Anns Howard Shaw, whom 1 had dri

en 4l breakneck speed from one meeung

§‘
:
it
z
5

same type

found a distant relative of my grandmother &
stalled there as: professor of geology,. Alfn
Church Lane. He won national notoriety in 19;
by resigning his chair rather than take lhelayz

ty vath im Fomd on teachers in that K:ax

state of Massachusetts -~ not that waslc
;1oyal than anybody else, but he was opposed -
the pnncxple xhat the nght to teach should 1

.
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was an

Jsumber of
nal of ke

devel

ﬁve_Manhas

i

' * 1em, however p
. acted no diffmlly. .

, Yam-

: Engineers; and

'(RM‘x”m"m‘d'.(
(Martha is a family name also,
-o”anﬂyrqmionsinmy

upon all

one would dream of inflictin,
fants nowadays — Azariah (
. Azariah Smith Root
liography at Oberlin,
" 'was a founder of the N
His daughter Marion
. 3 book.s. at the New
nnﬁ her retirement; his Tancis,
‘of etymology at Johns Hopkins. (Pro-: being done to them.
€S507% 86Cm €0 Tun in our family; En.h '
. father was a professor at Hanmilton.)
My father, ‘the.son of the second marvisge, |

I trical engineer, an honorable if pnon- |
Ymous purguit,” isr which he., i
Ledl 3 1EpOnS
~Fall River El

* acturing - city i thew::d, ammdcotwn
: in

X oping the block-signatization system used). ¢
,Ngmnﬂmewcdd'smﬂmadsmmmmsafo-"mOWﬂdﬁmw‘
:‘f elaqthaspakemtxhcpatenu,q:ypiw . 1 am unable to interpret the real meaning of
-His sister, my Aunt Martha, was a typi

ical New Englander as well]
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T outh when there werd
in the same fouse at the same time!

bely over a remarkably E}:a.s&nt “iome, and
pritcipate actively in the {i !

: and easy-going, which refrained

institutionalized. . .S

o S e 1, e

ew - -am. My

jon is m ;' my political phi y that
sgwump | philosop!

it would

¥ being *or .

e, government.” What could be
pore purely New England?’

mendments, the Bill of Rights,. of which the

Joncerned with restricting the powers of govern-
hent, including legi . 1 call its implications
b the attention of Sens. Proxmire and Ribicoff,
- fnd indeed of all the members of Congress, who
ccm inclined to forget that the document which
ve them their powers did so with great
ﬁstmst.) o . -

. F7# | went 10 a family college, Tufts, attended also
* 3y my father, my mother, my aunt and my sis
‘:2n ier. Like most private New d colleges,
. ¢ Tufts bad started out as a theological college.
.. The denomination was Unitarian, thoroughty
New England. - . e

i With a background like that, how could I pos-

Lfibly cansid Juncing my citizenship?
. But how do 1 avoid it? American nationality is
2 (8) ] means
S ? about which a good deal has
- ! written, much of it beside the point, and a
i, new French-American tax treaty, about which

" litle has been written. : "

- ‘o Resident in France, Y have a decade or more
v o "*becncﬁayingmoremxcsong:y revenue than a
. ‘French citizen would pay on the same income.

i £0- h p Same.
raiseworthy. A inoyoroh ucal §¥5-:rhe United States is now demanding that I pay

al
have changed their laws -
meously. France claims the right to tax not only
-y income in France, but also my income in the

would have ABOTE 1aXes ON my revenue woul paid
M T e o' Thy an ican n_me_saxpc_ig\cosne.

3 ——————————— e -

# { My grandfather,” widowed once, married {United States; the United States claims the right
twwe.l'ﬁ?:onbyhisﬁrslwilehadbeen o

by his mother, a devoted reader

Bible, with a choice exantple of the old-fash-

ti- ito tax not only my income in the United States,
the but also my income in France.

“This situation makes plausible the description

ioned New, England scriptural names which oo of the new tax treaty, now awaiting ratification,
upon heipless in- 88 an agreement intended to prevent double tax-
ncle Azzy to me). "ation of French or American citizens. This de-
became professor of bib- scription is familiar; I have heard it many times
the coliege librarian and during the 52 years
ew York Library School. been professionally involved in extracting the
was curator of forei

as a journalist, I have
lan- feaning from the bureaucratic doubletalk em-

York Public Library ployed by all governments — repeat, all govern-
son, F;

is, became ; ments — (o deccive their citizens about what is
ihu Root's! - '

e

gt

" Objectof Law ™~
A is my'observation that ~ governments

exercised 2 ’ if their citi .
ibiity. s 2 m;muldn!welasﬂmmummmmeddw
F:‘u‘";.hsl::d Power Co. at a; prexsed in their votes. The object in making such

bly, unless their resentment is 1ikely 10 be ex-

ments is not o make sure that nobody
tﬁbemedtwhe.bmthmcvu'ybodymnﬂbe

yrofession as'a frequent contribmtor-to the jour-' tW0 countries, might the attention of the
Ammerican Association of Medmjnicd-‘.j”% collectors in bo: mn y
perhaps deserved to 'be knownfs, pei

and pay taxes to
such't

other government.

3 tax treaty, for it seems

ﬂdmwm conclusion, it quot--
cre were timeg . mmmamwdhqmmnzom'
was

Who am I to rush in where tax lawyers fear to-
tread? et - g2k

NEARE I

;Calhngihenamefm'oneroomloano = LT o 3
%unged the place into complete confusion. ~Ido note, however, that the new treaty affects
.Jhere would be three Francises at those gather! m:;asogmﬂyinutlcantwoseaom R
.ings too, and I doubt if it has ever been possibly ) First, it disinherits my wife. The will 1 filed -
anywhere clse to receive two answers from s crj, || several years ago with & probate court in Ver-
:ofAhanlvaiey!f‘) fan m '—u;u‘: . i i monl.beolmnu mvalid, !I?r the United ngtd? is
: artha was the typical are, | agreeing that its citizens Gving in France be-
boued New England woman, a lrsg'lc mh:g ; | subject o Freach inheritance laws; French law

. Y . . LN

£

Tphegl

SIGHTS / SIDELIGHTS

priced everyone, and she did not know how t0,”.* ‘Second,
otherwise than kind. She did nothing in par-' tion bgtween the two countries in such.a way’ -
fular except to preside efficiently and unobtry- " that any tax break allowed by one couatry, is ~.
annulled by the other. France in this maiters - =
¢ of het neighbor- ~

- achieve this by
Constitution is - 2chicve it by returning 10 the United States. >
agin the government™ 100: d«.-.rﬂml’u-s(l()j already done 5o smes the e o

- jrst begins , “Congress shall make no
* w,” while the o nine could be rephrased o
jart in the same fashion, for ull of them are .

My education was typical New England, too.s

-erty in the Dordogne;
. abobut 1550, 100 years

unable to figure out what it meant. <

»

shows a little more forcbearance than the Unit-
ed States, It simply taxes any income left.ex- .

ate anx b"y the United States; but income exempt-: '
-‘ed by

tance is confiscated totally by e Unit- - *

‘edStates: -7 o T a7 L
- -There is only one way out of this intolerable”
tax situation — to live in the country of youry
official nationality; you are then accountable to).
only one country. My wife points-out that I can
! ing French;but 1 can also

* Why don't I? A good many Americans have

law, Jeaving their jobs American companies
Opeans. ; 1 Fn CY t Ty Y
\ X bave on several oocasions considered riurn-

-~ .

ing to the United States. 1 even know where:]

would like to live — Chelsea, Vi, where I once °

owned 1-4,206,787th of the Dational termoxy .

Butlcan't” = .- .2z
First: I haven’t the mon&y

SN STV
L the T ve. There are *
other Americans resideat abroad who are in the
same ition.. This' renders all other. reasons
su wous, and 1 could stop here if 1 were de- -

ing myself as a sample of all Americans abroad,
50 let me cffer just two more from what could be
a longer list. : - gL
. Second: Presence in Fraace' is ‘pant of my
stock-in-trade. Americans living abroad may .
have diverse reasons for bei
stakes, abandon long-establ
return_home to start againj
vanced age, from zero.

ed sitvations and

- Valuable Asset -

" In my case, one of my assets is the knowledge
acquired from long residence in France, which
wiil become outdated if I leave. 1 think it’s perti-
nent to point out that this knowledge has been
put 2t the service of the American government
on at least three occasions, when organisms of .

that government have asked my cooperation, " E

-and have of course had it, on major matters.

I am not speaking of minor services, such as
broadcasting to oécupied France during the war, -
ters concerning high policy, when I was told that
I was the only person to whom the government
could usefully turn. it-goes against the grain to
claim any merit for this, but I suppose I must
add, to make this report complete, that all of
‘these services were performed without pay.

abroad. My wife is French. She is as deeply at-
tached to her coumtry as I am to mine, and in a
geographical sense, more so0.- The French are less
mobile than we are. My wife’s family has

i ; they have held it since -
longer than the

" have been in America Her mother, who is 90, -

grandson, :
wife is-over 60 and
" How can Itake ker, at that age, away from her-
. own country and her own relatives, and ask her
10 begin a new and, for her, strange life? The
-answeristhatfeant. ~. < 1o Y- -

perhaps at an ad-
e P ar

scribing only my own Situation; but I am offer- -

unsable topullup

o
)

.which many oﬁiuggersons did also, but of mat- *

" 1t may be that Sens. Proxmire ﬁ{d Ribicolf, Ty

QJ‘G:@ unknown to history but known mhu?m‘ﬁ”fm%mw&dy,ﬁf lmi:gbct;veeu'the chief instigators of the new tax law, are

~ "

..among that not inconsiderable number of Amer-~
-jcans who think there is something immorel, or -

“lecture Moscow about it, in the name of the -
fights of man and of the Helsinki agreement.

r . The Helsinki pact does indeed hold that a coun-
ible. When the International Her- - try should be a home for its citizens, not a pris-

on, and that everyone should be free to live
- where he likes. If there were anyone witli a sense
*'of humor in the Kremlin, which scems improb-
- able, T could imagine him composing ‘a
 tongue-incheek declaration berating the med -
-, territory by means of fiscal measures. . - - -
Must 1, because of fiscal measures, allow
Sens. Proxmire and’ Ribicoff to ‘deprive-me of
the nationality I have honored as my birthright
since 16357 i : PEEVIREAEN I
: l_‘mdamnedi.flwil!r;’-"‘ :

States for confining its itizens to their home

¥

h  neither. A’ standard 1 of ties is @™ at least unpatriotic, about Amiericans who live in
more generally also, for he was instrumental inf’ provision for the exchange of information ~— in -~ any other gounlryuc' mcu-‘a:vnn.cags - }vem LT
other words, each government agrees Lo tattle oo, This vicw is held by the Soviet Union, and we = *

>




